XXXIX

THE OLD TESTAMENT

Leader Conversation Guide - XXXIX: Zephaniah

Main Idea

The books of Haggai and Zechariah were written to God’s people during a season when they
had lost focus, lost urgency, and slowly drifted from putting God first. While they had become
consumed with rebuilding their own lives, God’s house remained neglected. Through Haggai,
God lovingly challenged His people to “consider your ways” and examine what had taken first
place in their hearts. Their calendars, thoughts, prayers, finances, and emotional responses
all revealed where their priorities truly were.

At the same time, Zechariah brought encouragement to weary people who felt discouraged by
how small and unfinished things seemed. God reminded them that His work would not be
accomplished by human strength, but by His Spirit. This week’s message reminded us that
spiritual renewal begins when we realign our priorities around God and trust that He is still
working, even in small beginnings. More than behavior modification, what we ultimately
need is Jesus—the greater Savior who restores and reorders our hearts.

Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord.
[ECHARIAH 4:6

Make it Practical:
Examine What Comes First
« “Consider your ways” means honestly evaluating what has your attention and affection.
« Your priorities are revealed through your calendar, thoughts, prayer life, finances, and emotional
reactions.
« Whatever consistently gets your attention is functionally first in your life.
« Haggai1:3-7, Matthew 6:21

2. Guard Against Spiritual Drift
« Spiritual drift happens slowly when we prioritize ourselves over God’s presence.
« God calls us back before drift becomes distance.
« Realignment starts with repentance and intentional focus on God again.

« Haggaii4-7

3. Trust God in Small Beginnings
« God is still working even when progress feels slow or small.
« We are called to obey faithfully while trusting God with the results.
« Lasting spiritual work happens through God’s Spirit, not human effort alone.
« Zechariah 4:6, Zechariah 4:10



Talk About It

What are some practical ways we can recognize spiritual drift before it becomes serious?

Which area mentioned in the sermon (calendar, thought life, prayer life, finances, emotional
reactions) tends to reveal the most about your priorities?

Why do you think God often does His greatest work through “small beginnings” instead of
immediate results?

Whatever consistently gets your attention
is functionally first in your life.

Prayer

Father, thank You for loving us enough to call us back when our priorities drift away from You.
Help us to honestly examine our hearts and place You first in every area of our lives.
Strengthen us by Your Spirit to trust You in both small beginnings and difficult seasons.
Thank You for Jesus, our Savior and King, who cleanses and restores us. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Next Steps
Ask God to reveal any areas where you are not trusting or drawing near to Him.

Practice humility by surrendering control in one specific area of your life.

Reach out to a trusted friend or Group member for accountability in your spiritual growth.
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