
Jesus' invitation is for everyone.
Jesus calls "whoever" to follow Him. (Luke 9:23)
The Gospel is for everybody, and the Church should be too.
Every person has an opportunity to become a disciple.

Fans leave when following gets difficult.
Many followed Jesus for what they could receive but walked away when challenged. (John 6:2, 66-67)
Devotion is tested when obedience becomes costly.
True disciples remain faithful even when it's uncomfortable.

Full devotion means being all-in.
Denying ourselves is an act of total surrender. (Luke 9:23)
Following Jesus requires making our faith our own.
God calls us to live for His purposes rather than temporary desires. (1 John 2:17)

Make it Practical:

Following Jesus has always required more than admiration—it requires devotion. When
Jesus called His first disciples, they immediately left behind their nets, their careers, and their
comfort to follow Him. They understood that following Jesus meant surrendering their plans
for His purpose.

In a culture that often treats faith as something to add to our lives when it's convenient, Jesus
calls us to something deeper. He invites anyone and everyone to follow Him, but discipleship
comes with a cost. This week's message challenged us to move beyond being fans of Jesus and
become fully devoted followers who deny themselves, take up their cross daily, and make
their faith their own. As we begin our discussion, let's consider what it means to truly be all-in
for Jesus.

Main Idea
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Whoever wants to be My disciple must deny themselves
and take up their cross daily and follow Me.

Luke 9:23



Lord, thank You for Your grace and Your call to discipleship. Help us make our faith our own
and live with wholehearted devotion to You. Teach us to deny ourselves, trust Your plans, and
follow wherever You lead. May our lives reflect Your love and purpose. In Jesus' name, amen.

Prayer

Evaluate whether you've been following Jesus as a fan or as a disciple and honestly reflect on
the difference.

Read Luke 9:23 each day and ask God to show you what daily discipleship looks like.

Take one practical step of obedience this week, even if it feels uncomfortable or costly.

Spend time in prayer asking God to reveal any desires that compete with your devotion to
Him.

Share your faith story with someone this week and encourage them to take a step closer to
Jesus.

Next Steps

Why do you think Jesus' invitation to follow Him was often accompanied by a call to leave
something behind?

In John 6, many people stopped following Jesus when His teaching became difficult. What are
some challenges believers face today that can test their devotion?

PC presented the question, "Have we made it our own?" What helps move faith from
something we've inherited or observed to something deeply personal?

Talk About It 

"Come, follow Me," Jesus said, "and I will send you out to fish
for people." At once they left their nets and followed Him.

Matthew 4:19-20
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